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Background

- Community Engagement in the Curriculum
- Benefits to University, students and community
- Examples of previous and current projects
- Moving beyond the GeoSciences
- Future plans



GeoScience Outreach: Key Features 
• Optional courses (10 point or 20 point  for final year Bachelors and Masters 

students

• Develop and deliver a project and product for an external (community) client to 
an agreed specification 

• Use para-professional knowledge and understanding to communicate and work 
with a wider audience

• Engage with an audience and community that may lack sufficient subject 
knowledge and understanding

• Learn from client the additional and complementary skills required (e.g. school 
teacher – pedagogy)

• Independent project work supervised by course team and client

• Develop project and time management, communication, skills.



Benefits

Community
- Education and engagement within 

communities
- Provider of educational resources

Students
- Widening participation
- Skills development
- Employability

University
- ‘Town and Gown’
- Foster internal links / collaborations
- Opportunities for staff and research 
- students





Weather Station Project: Remote 
Sensing
• Aim to set up 10 weather stations across Scotland and 

Northern England
• Plus Weather Satellite receivers
• Support material and resources for new National 5 

qualifications
• Cross curricular resources
• Research in Peru – working with local schools to 

forge links with Scottish schools



- Small scale pilots with other 
Schools (ECA, Archaeology)

- Larger pilot with Psychology 
(5 students 2016/17, 10 
students 2017/18)

- Collaborative work with 
SSC2b Medics (assessed using 
SLICC framework)

Beyond GeoSciences:



Architecture student working 
with Liberton High School:

Aimed at first year high school 
students undertook 
an‘Architecture treasure hunt’
where they gained:

A greater knowledge of important 
buildings throughout Edinburgh

The skills to use the urban 
environment and physical 
geography of Edinburgh to 
uncover parts of the city the 
didn’t know about previously

Insight into the architectural 
thinking that informed some of 
the cities most iconic forms



Psychology OERs:


